
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3993June 9, 1999
hospitals, and that a woman who
chooses to have one under this amend-
ment would pay all the costs of having
that procedure done in a military hos-
pital. So it is at no expense to the tax-
payer.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
SHERMAN).

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the
Sanchez amendment. I hope this
amendment has the support of all but
the most extreme of the anti-choice
Members of this body, because this is
indeed a very moderate approach. It
simply says that women stationed
overseas will be allowed to have abor-
tions in safe military facilities at their
own expense, at an expense that covers
the full cost, not just the marginal
cost, including, I would assume, a
charge for the facility itself.

It says that no doctor would have to
perform the procedure if or she did not
want to because of moral or religious
or ethical objections. It simply rein-
states the policy of this country from
1973 to 1988 and again from 1993 to 1996.

We are about to deploy servicewomen
even into the Balkans, where the hos-
pitals have been damaged, where the
Albanian hospitals are overrun or are
having to deal with refugees, where all
of the hospitals are overburdened, and
we are turning to American service-
women and saying, ‘‘Yes, you might
risk your life because of a sniper or a
land mine, but, in addition, you must
risk your life to an unsanitary oper-
ation performed in whatever hospital
or whatever illegal facility is avail-
able.’’

The other alternative available to
our servicewomen is to wait. Instead of
the abortion taking place in the first
month, it would take place in some
later month. Is that what the so-
termed pro-life forces want?

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, I yield
one minute to the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN).

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in strong support of this amendment.
Our servicewomen and the wives and
daughters of our servicemen stationed
abroad do not expect special treat-
ment, but they are entitled to receive
the same rights guaranteed all Ameri-
cans under Roe v. Wade.

This bill penalizes women who have
volunteered to serve their country by
unduly interfering with their constitu-
tionally protected right to choose. The
Sanchez-Morella amendment assures
that servicewomen and the wives and
daughters of our servicemen do not be-
come second-class citizens or subject
to a two-tiered health care system.
This amendment provides access for
our servicewomen to medical care, to
legal medical care.

Individuals who volunteer to serve in
the Armed Forces already give up

many freedoms and they risk their
lives defending our country. In ex-
change, we offer our military personnel
a full array of health care services;
that is, except in the case of com-
prehensive reproductive health care.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of the amendment.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CUNNINGHAM).

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I
respect immensely my friend that
spoke about abortion, but that is not
really what this whole issue is about.
Most of the women in the military
overseas are very, very young. Even
someone that voluntarily wants an
abortion, I can imagine there is quite
an emotional scar, whether you choose
to or not. The military does not want
these young women having an abortion
overseas. They do not want someone in
a military unit overseas that is going
to go through this emotional trouble
that has to work with a team.

There is not a single woman that has
ever been forced in the military to
have that abortion overseas. The mili-
tary will bring that woman back, and,
under Roe v. Wade, they are not de-
nied, not one single item, and they are
protected.

So they are not abused, they are not
discriminated against, because they
have the same rights back here in the
United States once they get in CONUS.
But the military does not want young
impressionable women to have to go
through an abortion overseas.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I just want to let our
colleague know I have a letter here
from the Department of Defense that
strongly support this amendment. In
fact, our military does want this. They
do want this amendment to pass.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOOLSEY).

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in strong support of this amendment.
This issue is about equal treatment for
servicewomen stationed overseas. This
amendment is not about Federal sup-
port for abortion services, it is about
giving women who have volunteered to
serve their country abroad the same
protections and choices they would
have here at home.

When a woman in the military is sta-
tioned overseas, the best medical facil-
ity is most often the base hospital, a
hospital that is clean and safe with
well-trained doctors. However, this
amendment denies military women,
those who serve and protect our coun-
try, access to this base medical facil-
ity, even when the woman pays for and
is willing to pay for the treatment.

Regardless of your position on
choice, ask yourself a question: What
would you want for your daughter, for
your sister or your wife? If she were

stationed overseas, would you not want
her to go to the hospital of her choice?
Would you not want her to go to an
American military facility?

Mr. Chairman, these women fight for
our freedom every day. Let us not take
their freedom away. Vote ‘‘yes’’ on this
amendment.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER).

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment is about recognizing the
rights and dignity of our women in the
armed services. It is really a very lim-
ited attempt to correct the policy that
never should have been enacted in the
first place. It simply allows women to
obtain safe abortion services using
their own money at U.S. military hos-
pitals overseas.

The current ban increases women’s
health risks and denies women their
basic constitutional right to privacy. A
woman must inform her superiors of
her need for an abortion and wait until
there is space available on a military
flight back to the United States. The
delay puts women’s lives in jeopardy.
The need to inform her superiors vio-
lates her privacy rights.

Furthermore, women serving over-
seas depend on the base hospital for
medical care in areas where local
health care facilities are inadequate.
The health of a servicewoman is
threatened when she has to look out-
side of the base for a safe provider of
the medical attention she needs. The
current policy may even force a woman
to seek an illegal or unsafe abortion
when facing a crisis pregnancy.

The ban discriminates against the
women serving our country overseas.
This amendment would ensure equal
access to comprehensive reproductive
health care for all U.S. servicewomen
and dependents, regardless of where
they are stationed, and therefore
should be enacted.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA), the cospon-
sor of this amendment.

(Mrs. MORELLA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to cosponsor this amendment.
Much has already been said about what
the amendment does, but it does allow
women serving in the military overseas
who depend on their base hospitals for
medical care and may be stationed in
areas where local health care facilities
are inadequate to be able to avail
themselves at their own cost of an
abortion that may be very necessary.

Women who volunteer to serve in our
Armed Forces already give up many
freedoms, and they risk their lives to
defend our country. They should not
have to sacrifice their privacy, their
health and their basic rights for a pol-
icy that does not have any valid mili-
tary purpose.


